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The first volume of the NAFO Journal was published in December 1980, after

NAFO came into force in 1979 replacing its predecessor, the International Commission
for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries (ICNAF). This volume celebrates the completion
of two decades of publications and contains another of the series of invited review
papers concerning Northwest Atlantic fisheries, fishery research and management.

The Northwest Atlantic fisheries have a rich history, and a great deal of research has
been sponsored or encouraged by NAFO and its predecessor, ICNAF. Indeed, ICNAF
was, in the years immediately prior to extension of coastal state jurisdictions, an
international pioneer in the application of science to fishery management and in the
regulation of fisheries. An analysis of those historic events provide many lessons
relevant to the understanding and resolution of present and future fishery research and
management issues.

The idea of a series of invited papers for publication in the NAFO Journal was first
raised by the Standing Committee on Publications of the NAFO Scientific Council in
1985 as one way to enhance the scope of the Journal and to stimulate broader interest
in it. The first such invited paper was published at the completion of the first decade of
the NAFO Journal in December 1990. Invited issues have considered topics such as
delimitation of fishery areas and establishment and development of regulatory systems
for the North Atlantic Fisheries. The present paper being published at the end of the
second decade of the NAFO Journal,  documents the development of  the cod fisheries
around Greenland since official statistics were first recorded in 1910. The review which
includes the development of fisheries regulations to the present day, is very much the
kind of broad review paper that the Standing Committee had hoped to attract. This paper
should be of use to scientists, to historians and to fishery administrators alike. The
author, who devoted considerable effort compiling this valuable information during his
retirement time, is congratulated with sincere thanks for the work.

December, 2000 Tissa Amaratunga
Technical Editor
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia
Canada
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