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Background Information

The extension of fisheries jurisdiction by
states bordering the Northwest Atlantic Ocean
(west of 42°W and north of 35° N) resulted in the
negotiation of a new convention on multilateral
cooperation in the area with regard to fisheries.
Consequently, the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries
Organization (NAFO) was established on 1 Janu
ary 1979 to replace the International Commission
for the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries (ICNAF)
which originated in 1950. The Scientific Counci l
of NAFO, in assuming responsibility to provide a
forum fo r co nsultation and coo peration on
fishery science in the Northwest Atl ant ic , consi
dered the establishment of a primary fisheries
journal to be an essential part of its function if its
mandate was to be successfully mel. The first
volume of the Journal was published in December
1980.

Alms and Scope

The Journal provides an international fo rum
for the primary publication of or iginal research
papers on fishery science in the Northwest Atlan
tic, dealing with environmental , biological, eco
logical and fishery aspects of the living marine
resources and ecosystems. While the Journal is
intended to be regional in scope, papers of gen
eral applicability and methodology, irrespective
of region, may also be considered . Both practical
and theoretical papers are eligible for considera
tion. Space is provided for notes and letters to the
editor to facilitate scienti fic discussion of pub
lished papers. Space is also provided for relevant
notices. All papers are peer-reviewed to deter
mine their suitability for primary publication.
Associate Editors who are experts in the fields of
biological oceanography, vertebrate fisheries
biology, invertebrate fisheries biology and bio
mathematics, arrange for the peer-reviews and
ensure that the papers accepted for publication

meet the high standards required for this scien
ti fic journal. Manuscripts approved for publica
tion are accepted with the understanding that
their contents are unpublished and are not being
submitted elsewhere for publication.

Editorial Board

Assoc iate Editors

- W. R. Bowering, Northwest Atlantic Fisheries
Centre, SI. John 's, Newfound la nd, Canada
(Associa te Editor, Ve rt e b rat e Fisheries
Bio logy)

- G. P. Ennis, Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Cen
tre , SI. John's, Newfoundland, Canada (Asso
ciate Editor, Invertebrate Fisheries Biology)

- M. D. Grosslein, Northeast Fisheries Center,
Woods Hole, Massachusetts, USA (Associate
Editor, Vertebrate Fisheries Biology)

- R. G. Halliday, Bedford Inst itute of Oceano
graphy, Dartmouth , Nova Scotia , Canada
(Associa te Editor, Ve r te b rate Fi sh e r ies
Biology)

- R. K. Mohn, Halifax Fisheries Research Labor
atory, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada (Associate
Editor, Biomathematics)

Technical Edito r

- T. Amaratunga, Assistant Executive Secretary,
NAFO, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada

Manuscripts

Authors with manuscripts on subjects within
the scope of the Journal are encouraged to sub
mit them for consideration . A sheet at the back of
each issue contains information for authors on
the preparation and submission of manuscripts.
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